
 

  

Lake Somerset Property Owners’ Association  

May Monthly Meeting Minutes  

May 14th, 2026  

Pledge of Allegiance: Dale Cousino led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Call to Order: President Dale Cousino called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Board Members Present:  

• President – Dale Cousino 

• Vice President – Cher-ray Bellingar  

• Secretary – Nathan Taylor   

• Security – Jeff Bennett  

• Water Quality – Don Tappan 

• Parks – Terry Taylor   

• Building Control – Rick Meyer  

 

Board Members Absent:   

• Treasurer – vacant   

• Roads – Jason Sumner 

 

Approval of Previous Minutes:  

An amendment to April’s meeting minutes was requested. They will need to be approved at the next 

meeting   

Officer Reports:  

• President – Dale Cousino: Dale opened with a statement that residents wishing to speak 

needed to mark their names, accordingly, including a separate notation for comments 

related to boat-length or wake-boat matters. 

       

• Vice President – Cher-ray Bellingar:  Cher-ray provided a legal update on two main matters 

already under review: issues involving two lots that may potentially be sold, and a separate matter 

involving wake boats and a related petition. Counsel had prepared a formal letter for the board, 

but the board had not yet had time to review it in full. Because the legal letter contains technical 

legal language and is not intended to be discussed publicly in full, the board reported that counsel 

would prepare a summary version that can be shared with members. 

 



It was also noted that legal fees associated with these topics were already approximately 

$5,500. The board noted that these expenses included formal letters and legal review of 

association deed restrictions and related documents. 

 

• Treasurer – Vacant: The board next addressed an open board position. Two candidates had 

submitted resumes, and board members stated that both candidates appeared qualified. Because 

not all voting members were present in person, phone participants were asked to submit their 

votes remotely. 

 

After a brief discussion about the candidates and the length of service each was willing to 

provide, the board completed a vote. The result announced at the meeting was five votes for 

Colleen Gibbs and one vote for Tommy. Based on that vote, Colleen Gibbs was appointed to 

fill the open board position. 

.  

• Security – Jeff Bennett: Jeff addressed a comment that guard-shack attendant did not come out 

to verify the boat sticker or access authorization. He encouraged residents to contact a board 

member if they experience ongoing issues so they can be addressed appropriately. 

 

• Building Control – Rick Meyer: Rick presented proposed revised fence language for the 

association handbook. He explained that the current rules already contain fence provisions, but 

the wording has created confusion because the allowable fence area differs depending on 

whether the stated purpose is for pets or for children. That difference has led to repeated 

questions and, in some cases, applicants characterize the intended use differently in order to fit 

within the existing rules 

 

Under the revised language, off-lake homes could install backyard fencing within the rear 

portion of the property subject to applicable setbacks, while lakefront homes would remain 

limited to a single fenced area of up to 300 square feet for pets. Other existing limitations, 

including materials, height, and restrictions on obstructing easements, road visibility, or 

waterway views, would remain in place. 

 

A motion was made by Rick and seconded by Cher-ray to adopt the revised fence language as 

presented. Remote participants confirmed that they understood the proposal. The board then 

voted, and the measure passed unanimously.   

 

• Parks – Terry Taylor: Terry reported that most docks had been installed, with only a limited 

number still outstanding. Residents were asked to continue using caution in low-clearance or 

shallow areas near the island and in the channel. 

 

Additionally, it was reported that someone had been placing household garbage into park trash 

containers, which creates capacity problems for normal park use. Members were asked not to use 

park garbage containers for household trash. Also, playground equipment had recently been 

repainted as part of an effort to refresh park facilities. 

 



The board also discussed replacement or refurbishment of lake buoys. Several brighter buoys 

have already been placed, and more are expected. The representative explained that new 

coverings have been added in hopes of reducing weather damage and extending service life. 

 

• Roads – Jason Sumner: Dale reported on the roads for Jason.  He stated that the board will 

continue working with county and township officials to obtain final road-scope and 

budget numbers and will provide an update at the next meeting. The township 

representative is expected to attend a future meeting once more complete information is 

available. 

 

• Water Quality – Don Tappan: Don reported on herbicide treatment and mechanical harvesting. 

Initial treatment has been completed, but results were still being evaluated. A follow-up 

treatment has also been applied in a deeper area. Because conditions were still being assessed, 

the board indicated that it would continue monitoring progress before drawing conclusions 

about treatment effectiveness. 

 

Don reviewed plans to get the harvester operating to remove vegetation that was not addressed 

by herbicide treatment. However, the dump truck was reportedly out of service, which may 

affect harvesting operations. The board discussed whether to repair or replace the truck and 

whether it is still practical to continue investing in the current equipment. Members 

acknowledged that replacing the equipment could be expensive but agreed that the matter 

should be reviewed promptly because the truck and harvester are important to lake 

maintenance. 

 

There was also discussion of periodic sediment or muck removal at an inlet area. The 

consensus is that this work is not needed every year but may need to be revisited, depending on 

current conditions. Don planned to inspect the area personally and determine whether 

additional funding was needed. 

   

Old Business:  

Fence Along the Dam/Property Boundary: A resident asked who had removed sections of a 

white fence that had blown down near the dam area and who would be responsible for restoring 

it. Questions were raised about ownership of the fence, future reconstruction, and who would 

pay for replacement. 

The board responded that the matter is now being handled through legal counsel after receiving a 

letter from an attorney asserting property rights related to the fence. Because of the legal posture 

of the issue, the board stated that it is not taking further action until counsel advises on next 

steps. 

Wake Boats / Petition: A resident then addressed the board regarding wake-boat restrictions. It 

was stated that significant money had been invested in a wake/surf boat and related equipment 

and objected to efforts to remove that type of boat from the lake through an association rule 

change. 



The board responded that it is awaiting final guidance from legal counsel before introducing or 

advancing any formal proposal related to wake-boat restrictions. 

New Business:  

Boat Length Variances: The board then discussed a recurring issue involving boats that exceed 

the handbook’s stated 20-foot length limit but have nonetheless received stickers in prior years. 

Board members stated that nine boats had been stickered last year and were seeking stickers 

again this year, and that the owners had earlier received letters indicating their boats would no 

longer be allowed on the lake. The board noted that these boats appear to have been permitted 

through a variety of past administrative or screening inconsistencies rather than through a single 

formal process 

A motion was made by Colleen and seconded by Cher-ray to grant a one-year variance for the nine 

boats that had previously been stickered and allowed on the lake. The result was Colleen, Don, 

Nathan, Cher-ray, Rick, and Terry voted Yes. Jeff voted No.  The motion passed by board vote, 

and the affected boats were approved to receive stickers for the current season. 

Audience Participation:   

One member raised concerns about the access-road project, the relationship between the 

association and public agencies, the risk of road pulverization before long-term paving plans are 

finalized, and the potential impact on property values if roads remain in a temporary gravel or 

limestone condition for too long.  

 

Another resident urged stronger pressure on the road commission and township and argued that 

grading the road without a funded paving plan could create additional problems for homeowners. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm.   

Respectfully Submitted, Nathan Taylor, Secretary Lake Somerset Property Owners Association 

Board of Directors 

  

 


